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      Friday, the 3rd October, 2008.
      Asvina 11, 1930 (Saka)

The House assembled at 11.00 am of Friday, the 3rd October, 2008 in the
Assembly Hall with the Hon’ble Speaker, Dr. S. Budhichandra Singh in the Chair.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Hon’ble Chief Minister, 11 Cabinet Ministers, Hon’ble Chairman & Vice-
Chairman (Hill Areas Committee) and 43 Elected Members.

QUESTIONS:

(a) Hon’ble Minister (M.I.)  made a reply to Starred Question  No. 303
asked by  Dr. Ng. Bijoy Singh, MLA regarding the R/L.I. Schemes in
Khurai A/C.

(b)  Hon’ble Minister (Social Welfare) gave a reply to Starred Question
No. 304  asked by Dr. I. Ibohalbi, MLA  regarding the  enhancement of
the present rate of  MOAP (Manipur Old Age Pension) at par with that
of NOAP (National Old  Age Pension.

(c)  Hon’ble Minister (Education) gave a reply to Starred Question  No. 305
asked by  Shri L. Nandakumar Singh, MLA  regarding the  construction
of School buildings.

(d)  Hon’ble Minister (Agriculture) gave a reply to Starred Question  No.
306 asked by Shri N. Mangi Singh, MLA  regarding the  damaged of
crops caused by the  flood occoured in August.

(e)  Hon’ble Minister (Transport) gave a reply to Starred Question No. 307
asked by  Shri R.K. Anand, MLA  regarding the  proposal for setting up
of a Railfed  Petroleum Depot at Malom. Hon’ble Chief Minister further
supplemented to it.

Starred Quetion No. 308 was withdrawn by the Member as the matter was
already discussed in the Hill Areas Committee.

POINT OF ORDER:

Shri O. Joy Singh, MLA quoting Rule 336, Clause II of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business of the Manipur Legislative Assembly raised a
Point of Order regarding the placing of Government Resolution before the Calling
Attention Motion in the agenda of the day and wanted the sequence in the agenda
to be rectified.



Shri Th. Debendra Singh, Minister (Law and Legislative Affairs) too
endorsed the idea that Calling Attention Motion should be taken up before the
Government Resolution.

The Hon’ble Speaker, with the permission of the House, agreed to take up
the Calling Attention first.

Shri Radhabinod Koijam, MLA  appealed to the Speaker to convert the
Calling Attention Motion into a Short Duration Discussion so that other MLAs
specially the representatives from the hills and Mao constituency in particular,
where the incident of encroachment took place, could participate in the discussion
of the issue.

CALLING ATTENTION:

(i) Shri O. Joy Singh and Dr. I. Ibohalbi, MLA called the attention of
the Home Minister on the reported encroachment by Nagaland on the territory of
Manipur at Lai Village of Senapati District.

Shri O. Joy Singh, MLA initiating the motion quoted the Huiyen Lanpao
and Poknapham dailies which reported the encroachment of land at Lai Village
under Senapati District by Nagaland and said that the issue of territorial integrity
of the state is a very sensitive and emotional issue. He further cited examples of
other instances where lands of Manipur were encroached by Nagaland including
Dzuko valley and enquired about the steps taken up by the government regarding
the matter. He also condemned the speech of an MP from Manipur during the vote
of confidence motion of the UPA Government at the Centre very recently and
wanted the House to condemn it too.

Dr. I. Ibohalbi, MLA co-mover of the motion appreciated the villagers of
the encroached village who come out openly against such encroachments. He
further enquired whether the report was true and if true what steps had been taken
up by the government. He also wanted the steps taken up to be placed in the
House. Further pointing out the loss of boundary pillars in the Burma and Manipur
border, he wanted to know the steps taken up to solve the issue.

Shri Radhabinod Koijam, MLA participating in the discussion wanted the
participation of local MLA where the incident of encroachment occurred and seek
their opinion.

Shri R.K. Anand, MLA participating in the discussion of the motion said
that any threat to the territorial integrity of the state should be taken very seriously
and added that only a collective effort of both the hill and valley people could save
the territorial integrity of the state. He further suggested for constituting a
permanent Committee to handle with the issue of encroachments of land by
neibouring states time and again  for a permanent solution to this issue.

Dr. Ng. Bijoy Singh, MLA participating in the motion asked whether any
SP or DC of that district rushed to the disputed area or not as was done in the state
of Nagaland.



Shri O. Ibobi Singh, Chief Minister clarifying to the Calling Attention
Motion said that there was no instance of dispute over encroachment of land by
Nagaland at Lai Village though there had been some instances of some people
from Nagaland being caught by the villagers of Lai for cutting down timbers some
years back. He also clarified that there was a long pending dispute over the Dzuko
Valley between the two states and added that the government is contemplating to
set up Police Outpost there after the present recruitment process of police
personnel in the Home Department was complete. He also informed that border
fencing along the Myanmar Manipur border would be taken up very soon.

Dr. I. Ibohalbi and Shri O. Joy Singh, MLAs sought further clarification
and the Hon’ble Chief Minister clarified.

(ii)  S/Shri R.B. Koijam and Morung Makunga, MLAs called the
attention of PHED Minister on the death of one Jeffrey Ramthakum after falling
into the ditch dug on road for the Sewerage at Lamphel.

Shri Radhabinod Koijam, MLA initiating the motion said that Shri Jeffrey
Ramthakum felled down the open dug up pit, which is right in the middle of the
road, as part of the Sewerage Project and died. Highlighting the pathetic
conditions of most of the roads in Thangmeiband area due to the digging of the
roads as a part of the Sewerage project, the danger it poses to the commuters and
the inconvenience caused to the people, he urged the Minister PHED and the
Engineers to take up the work in a systematic manner and complete it without any
further delay. He further urged the Minister and the Department officials to fence
the dug up pits in order to save lives and added that adequate compensation should
be given to the family of the deceased.

Shri Morung Makunga, MLA co-mover of the motion said that many other
incidents of falling down into the dug up pit had happened in the past too, apart
from the recent death of Jeffrey Ramthakum. He asked why such dug up pits were
not fenced and added that they should be fenced. He further wanted adequate
compensation to be given for the death.

Shri L. Nandakumar Singh, MLA participating in the motion said that
sewerage project had affected Uripok and Thangmeiband areas very badly and
suggested that criminal proceeding should be initiated against those negligent
contractors and officials. He suggested for making available bypass roads before
proceeding further with the sewerage project and further urged the Ministers
concerned to take necessary steps to ease the problems faced by the people.

Shri T.N. Haokip, Minister (PHED) replying to the motion said the death of
Jeffrey was a very unfortunate incident but added that it was also equally
important for the state to take up the Sewerage Project for future development of
the state. He admitted that the progress of the project was slow due to various
factors specially the muddy nature of the soil and  rainy season which flooded the
dug up pits. He suggested for a joint meeting of all the MLAs, Minister (Power),
Minister (PWD), himself as Minister (PHED) and the Hon’ble Chief Minister to
have a thorough discussion on the future course of action of the project. He further
appealed to all the MLAs for their co-operation.



Shri Radhabinod Koijam, MLA sought further clarification and the
Minister clarified.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE:

The Hon’ble Speaker announced the leave petitions of Shri Shyamkumar,
Hon’ble Deputy Speaker and Shri N. Manindra Singh, MLA .

The House granted leave.

GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION:

Shri O. Ibobi Singh, Hon’ble Chief Minister moved the Government
Resolution..

“This august House unanimously resoles to adopt the
Employment of  Manual Scavengers and Construction of Dry Latrines
(Prohibition) Act, 1993  (Act No.46 of 1993) which was enacted by the
Parliament for the prohibition  of employment of manual scavengers
as well as construction or continuance  of dry latrines and for the
regulation of construction and maintenance of  water seal latrines and
for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto,  for its
application in the State of Manipur in pursuance of clause (I) of
article   252 of the Constitution of India”.

The House passed the Resolution unanimously.

PRIVATE MEMBERS RESOLUTION:

Shri O. Joy Singh, Dr. Ng. Bijoy Singh, Dr. I. Ibohalbi and Shri R.K.
Anand, MLAs moved the following Resolution:-

Whereas, the establishment of a separate High Court is a long
pending demand  for the State of Manipur;

And also whereas, the House passed 3 (three) subsequent
resolutions for its  early establishment and the same has not yet been
implemented;

“The House has, once again, resolved to urge the Government of
India for  early establishment of a separate High Court of Manipur.”

SShhrrii OO.. JJooyy SSiinngghh,, MMLLAA:: IInniittiiaattiinngg tthhee ddiissccuussssiioonn ssaaiidd tthhaatt tthhee
eessttaabblliisshhmmeenntt ooff aa sseeppaarraattee HHiigghh CCoouurrtt iinn tthhee ssttaattee wwaass aa lloonngg--ssttaannddiinngg ddeemmaanndd..
HHee eexxpprreesssseedd rreeggrreett tthhaatt ddeessppiittee tthhrreeee rreessoolluuttiioonnss aaddoopptteedd iinn tthhee AAsssseemmbbllyy tthhee
ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt hhaadd ffaaiilleedd ttoo iimmpplleemmeenntt iitt ssoo ffaarr aanndd aaddddeedd tthhaatt tthhee UUnniioonn MMiinniissttrryy
hhaadd aallssoo aaggrreeeedd ttoo eessttaabblliisshh aa sseeppaarraattee HHiigghh CCoouurrtt iinn tthhee ssttaattee.. HHee ssttrroonnggllyy
eemmpphhaassiizzeedd tthhee nneeeedd ttoo bbee rreessttoorreedd tthhee pprreevviioouuss JJuuddiicciiaall CCoommmmiissssiioonneerr’’ss ssttaattuuss iinn
MMaanniippuurr wwhhiicchh wwaass aabboolliisshheedd ssoooonn aafftteerr MMaanniippuurr aattttaaiinneedd iittss ssttaatteehhoooodd.. HHee aallssoo
eexxpprreesssseedd ccoonncceerrnn oonn tthhee pplliigghhtt ooff tthhee ppuubblliicc iinn aaddddrreessssiinngg tthheeiirr ggrriieevvaannccee tthhrroouugghh
tthhee pprreesseenntt CCoouurrtt aanndd aaddddeedd tthhaatt tthheeyy hhaadd ttoo ssppeenndd hhuuggee eexxppeennddiittuurree iinn aappppeeaarriinngg
CCoouurrtt ccaassee aatt GGuuwwaahhaattii.. HHee aallssoo ppooiinntteedd oouutt tthhaatt mmaannyy ttaalleenntteedd llaawwyyeerrss ccoouulldd nnoott
rreeaacchh ttoo tthhee nnaattiioonnaall jjuuddiicciiaarryy lleevveell rreessuullttiinngg ttoo llaacckk ooff eexxppoossuurree dduuee ttoo tthhee ssttaattuuss
ooff oouurr oowwnn HHiigghh CCoouurrtt aanndd iinnffoorrmmeedd tthhee HHoouussee tthhaatt MMaanniippuurr hhaadd aa ssuuffffiicciieenntt



iinnffrraassttrruuccttuurree ffoorr eessttaabblliisshhiinngg aa sseeppaarraattee HHiigghh CCoouurrtt.. HHee aallssoo ssoouugghhtt ccllaarriiffiiccaattiioonn
ffrroomm tthhee MMiinniisstteerr oonn tthhee sstteepp ooff tthhee ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt ttaakkeenn rreeggaarrddiinngg tthhee eessttaabblliisshhmmeenntt
ooff aa sseeppaarraattee HHiigghh CCoouurrtt ffoorr MMaanniippuurr aanndd aasskkeedd wwhheetthheerr tthheerree wwaass aannyy CCaabbiinneett
ddeecciissiioonn oonn tthhee mmaatttteerr..

DDrr.. NNgg BBiijjooyy SSiinngghh,, MMLLAA mmoovviinngg tthhee rreessoolluuttiioonn ssaaiidd tthhaatt tthhee IInnddiiaann
CCoonnssttiittuuttiioonn hhaadd pprroovviiddeedd uuss ttoo eessttaabblliisshh aa sseeppaarraattee HHiigghh CCoouurrtt iinn tthhee ssttaattee aanndd
aaddddeedd tthhaatt tthhee ssttaattee hhaadd aaddeeqquuaattee iinnffrraassttrruuccttuurree ffoorr aa sseeppaarraattee HHiigghh CCoouurrtt.. HHee ssaaiidd
tthhaatt hhuuggee eexxppeennddiittuurreess wweerree iinnccuurrrreedd ffoorr ggiivviinngg TTAA//DDAA ooff tthhee llaawwyyeerrss aatt tthhee ttiimmee
ooff aappppeeaarriinngg CCoouurrtt ccaassee aatt GGuuwwaahhaattii.. HHee aallssoo oobbsseerrvveedd tthhaatt tthheerree wwoouulldd bbee ccoosstt
eeffffeeccttiivvee iiff aa sseeppaarraattee HHiigghh CCoouurrtt ffoorr MMaanniippuurr wwaass eessttaabblliisshheedd aanndd aaddddeedd tthhaatt
lliittiiggaannttss hhaadd ssuuffffeerreedd aa lloott wwhheenn aappppeeaarriinngg CCoouurrtt ccaasseess aatt GGuuwwaahhaattii.. HHee ffuurrtthheerr
ssaaiidd tthhaatt ddiissppoossaall ooff ccaasseess wwoouulldd aallssoo bbee qquuiicckkeenneedd iiff aa sseeppaarraattee HHiigghh CCoouurrtt ffoorr
MMaanniippuurr wwaass eessttaabblliisshheedd aanndd ppooiinntteedd oouutt tthhaatt eemmppllooyymmeenntt ooff lleeggaall lluummiinnaarriieess ooff
MMaanniippuurr ccoouulldd aallssoo bbee ggeenneerraatteedd,, iiff ssuucchh HHiigghh CCoouurrtt wwaass eessttaabblliisshheedd..

DDrr.. II.. IIbboohhaallbbii,, MMLLAA mmoovviinngg tthhee rreessoolluuttiioonn ssaaiidd tthhaatt MMaanniippuurr hhaadd iittss oowwnn
jjuuddiicciiaarryy ssyysstteemm iinn tthhee ppaasstt aanndd hhee ffuurrtthheerr ppooiinntteedd oouutt tthhaatt iitt wwaass mmaannddaattoorryy ttoo
eessttaabblliisshh aa sseeppaarraattee HHiigghh CCoouurrtt ffoorr eeaacchh ssttaattee iinn IInnddiiaa uunnddeerr AArrttiiccllee 221144 ooff tthhee
IInnddiiaann CCoonnssttiittuuttiioonn.. HHee eexxpprreesssseedd uunnhhaappppiinneessss tthhaatt tthhee MMaanniippuurr LLeeggiissllaattiivvee
AAsssseemmbbllyy hhaadd ttaakkeenn rreessoolluuttiioonn tthhrreeee ttiimmeess bbuutt nnoott iimmpplleemmeenntteedd ssoo ffaarr ddeessppiittee
ssuuffffiicciieenntt iinnffrraassttrruuccttuurree.. HHee aallssoo cchhaarrggeedd tthhee ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt ffoorr iittss ffaaiilluurree ttoo ppuurrssuuee
tthhee CCeennttrree pprrooppeerrllyy oonn tthhee mmaatttteerr aanndd ssaaiidd tthhaatt iiff tthheerree wweerree aa sseeppaarraattee HHiigghh CCoouurrtt
ffoorr MMaanniippuurr oouurr ttaalleenntteedd llaawwyyeerrss wwoouulldd ffiinndd aa wwaayy ooff eexxppoossiinngg tthheeiirr ttaalleennttss aanndd
aaddddeedd tthhaatt ccaasseess ccoouulldd aallssoo bbee ddiissppoosseedd ooffff qquuiicckkllyy.. HHee uurrggeedd tthhee HHoouussee ttoo aaddoopptt
tthhee rreessoolluuttiioonn uunnaanniimmoouussllyy..

SShhrrii RR..KK AAnnaanndd,, MMLLAA mmoovviinngg tthhee rreessoolluuttiioonn ssaaiidd tthhaatt eessttaabblliisshhmmeenntt ooff aa
sseeppaarraattee HHiigghh CCoouurrtt iinn tthhee ssttaattee wwaass aa CCoonnssttiittuuttiioonnaall rriigghhtt aanndd aaddddeedd tthhaatt jjuussttiiccee
ddeelliivveerryy ssyysstteemm wwaass ddeellaayyeedd dduuee ttoo llaacckk ooff ssuucchh aa CCoouurrtt iinn tthhee ssttaattee.. HHee aallssoo
mmeennttiioonneedd,, aammoonngg ootthheerr tthhiinnggss,, ppoooorr eeccoonnoommyy ooff tthhee lliittiiggaannttss,, wweeaakknneessss ooff tthhee
ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt ffoorr ddeellaayyiinngg tthhee eessttaabblliisshhmmeenntt ooff aa sseeppaarraattee HHiigghh CCoouurrtt,, llaacckk ooff
eexxppoossuurreess ooff tthhee ttaalleenntteedd llaawwyyeerrss ooff tthhee ssttaattee,, eettcc.. HHee ffuurrtthheerr ssaaiidd tthhaatt
eessttaabblliisshhmmeenntt ooff aa sseeppaarraattee HHiigghh CCoouurrtt iinn tthhee ssaattee wwaass aa lloonngg ssttaannddiinngg ddeemmaanndd aanndd
aaddddeedd tthhaatt tthhee pprreesseenntt rreessoolluuttiioonn wwaass mmoovveedd ffoorr aa mmeeaanniinnggffuull jjuussttiiccee ddeelliivveerryy
ssyysstteemm iinn tthhee ssttaattee wwiitthhoouutt ffuurrtthheerr ddeellaayy

SShhrrii TThh.. DDeevveennddrraa SSiinngghh,, MMiinniisstteerr ((LLaaww && LLeeggiissllaattiivvee AAffffaaiirrss)) rreeppllyyiinngg ttoo
tthhee ddiissccuussssiioonn ssaaiidd tthhaatt tthhrreeee rreessoolluuttiioonnss ffoorr tthhee eessttaabblliisshhmmeenntt ooff aa sseeppaarraattee HHiigghh
CCoouurrtt ffoorr MMaanniippuurr hhaadd bbeeeenn aaddoopptteedd iinn tthhee ssttaattee AAsssseemmbbllyy aanndd aaddddeedd tthhaatt tthhee
ssaammee wweerree ssuubbmmiitttteedd ttoo tthhee CCeennttrree.. HHee ffuurrtthheerr ssaaiidd tthhaatt oouutt ooff tthhee tthhrreeee
rreessoolluuttiioonnss,, tthhee rreeppllyy ooff tthhee rreessoolluuttiioonn ttaakkeenn bbyy tthhee AAsssseemmbbllyy iinn 11998822 wwaass ggiivveenn
bbyy tthhee CCeennttrree ssaayyiinngg tthhaatt tthhee nnuummbbeerr ooff ccaasseess iinn MMaanniippuurr wwaass vveerryy lleessss aanndd tthhee
rreeppllyy ooff tthhee rreessoolluuttiioonn ttaakkeenn iinn 11999977 wwaass nnoott ggiivveenn ssoo ffaarr.. HHee ppooiinntteedd oouutt tthhaatt aatt
pprreesseenntt mmoorree tthhaann ffiivvee tthhoouussaanndd ccaasseess wweerree ppeennddiinngg wwiitthh tthhee MMaanniippuurr BBeenncchh ooff
GGaauuhhaattii HHiigghh CCoouurrtt aanndd iinnffoorrmmeedd tthhee HHoouussee tthhaatt eessttaabblliisshhmmeenntt ooff aa sseeppaarraattee HHiigghh
CCoouurrtt iinn tthhee ssttaattee wwaass vveerryy iinneevviittaabbllee ssoo tthhaatt mmaannyy llaawwyyeerrss ccoouulldd ffiinndd tthheeiirr rroooomm
ttoo eexxppoossee tthheeiirr ttaalleennttss.. RReeggaarrddiinngg iinnffrraassttrruuccttuurree ddeevveellooppmmeenntt,, hhee aallssoo iinnffoorrmmeedd tthhee
HHoouussee tthhaatt ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn ooff HHiigghh CCoouurrtt CCoommpplleexx iinn IImmpphhaall wwaass iinn pprrooggrreessss aanndd
tthhaatt tthhee pprreesseenntt BBeenncchh hhaadd aaddeeqquuaattee nnuummbbeerr ooff JJuuddggeess aanndd ssttaaffff.. HHee aallssoo eexxpprreesssseedd
ddeessiirree ttoo ppaassss tthhee rreessoolluuttiioonn uunnaanniimmoouussllyy bbyy tthhee HHoouussee..



TThhee HHoouussee aaddoopptteedd tthhee PPrriivvaattee MMeemmbbeerr’’ss RReessoolluuttiioonn uunnaanniimmoouussllyy..

Hon’ble Speaker adjourned the House  at 2.28 p.m.  till 11.00 a.m of
Monday,  the  6th October, 2008.

 Th. Megha Raj Singh
 Secretary,

Manipur Legislative Assembly.

***


